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	· National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases (NCEZID)
· National Center for Environmental Health (NCEH)
· National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC)




Health Promotion Tool Kit 

Recreational Water Illness and Injury (RWII) Prevention Week: May 23–29, 2011  
Suggestions for how state and local programs can engage community partners and links to relevant information on CDC’s Healthy Swimming website are provided below.

All Audiences 
· Announce RWII Prevention Week—May 23–29, 2011. 

· Create an RWII Prevention Week page on your agency’s website if one does not already exist. You can also copy pages from the Healthy Swimming website to put on your own website, while still maintaining the look and feel of your website (content syndication). Please contact chough@cdc.gov for more information.  

· Include links to CDC’s Healthy Swimming website and EPA’s Beaches website.
Media 
· Provide a release to media outlets. 
· Share information, such as: 

· How germs that cause recreational water illnesses (RWIs) are spread and the Six Steps for Healthy Swimming (found on the “Triple As of Healthy Swimming” webpage).
· How swimmer’s ear affects local swimmers—perhaps you could find a swimmer who suffered from swimmer’s ear, a parent whose child had swimmer’s ear, and/or a local healthcare provider who treats swimmer’s ear to interview.
· Data on recent RWI outbreaks in your community, including the public’s important role in prevention measures. 
Community Leaders 
· Create fact sheets detailing specifics about local and state RWII Prevention Week efforts for community leaders (program administrators, boards of health, elected officials).  

· Provide suggested resolutions (e.g., proclamations) related to RWII Prevention Week for use by area decision makers. 

Aquatic Facility Operators and Beach Managers
· Encourage pool operators and beach managers to adopt and promote this observance.  

· Promote swimmer’s ear and RWI prevention recommendations; provide Healthy Swimming posters and brochures. 

Swimmers and Parents 
· Provide swimmer’s ear, RWI prevention, and injury prevention information. 
· Encourage community members to take part in CDC’s Healthy Swimming video contest. 
Healthcare Providers 
· Provide education materials that they can share with patients. 
· Send healthcare providers links to various health-related data on water-related diseases and injuries.
· Engage your local chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), http://www.aap.org/, American Academy of Otolaryngology (AAO), www.entnet.org, and other organizations for healthcare professionals.  
· Provide links to swimmer’s ear articles in this summer’s AAP and AAO newsletters (available in June).
Let us know about your activities related to Recreational Water Illness and Injury Prevention Week: ehsb@cdc.gov
Links to CDC Healthy Swimming Information and Resources
Webpage & Audience Description
      

URL
      
	CDC’s Healthy Swimming Site

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming 

	EPA’s Beaches Site

(All Audiences)
	www.epa.gov/beaches/


	General info on Oceans, Lakes, and Rivers

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/oceans/ 

	Water-Related Injury Links

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/HomeandRecreationalSafety/Water-Safety/index.html  www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/injury/ 

	Overview of RWIs

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/rwi/ 

	Healthy Swimming Data/Statistics and Reports on Recent RWI Outbreaks

 (All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/data/

	FAQs 

(All Audiences)

	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/faq/index.html 

	Healthy Swimming Brochures

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/resources/brochures.html 

	Healthy Swimming Posters

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/resources/posters.html

	Illnesses and Germs Spread at Rec Water Facilities (includes 5 fact sheets on most common RWIs)
(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/resources/fact-sheets/#illnesses   

	Facts about Swimmer’s Ear

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/rwi/illnesses/swimmers-ear.html 

	Swimmer’s Ear Prevention Tips
(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/rwi/illnesses/swimmers-ear-prevention-guidelines.html 

	Triple A’s of Healthy Swimming

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/pools/triple-a-healthy-swimming.html 

	Podcasts on Rec Water and Healthy Swimming

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/resources/podcasts.html

	Swim Diapers

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/pools/swim-diapers-swim-pants.html

	Healthy Swimming Video Contest

(All Audiences)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/rwi/video-contest.html 

*Page available in mid-May

	Information about Chlorine and pH

(All Audiences)

	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/pools/disinfection-team-chlorine-ph.html

	Press and Matte releases from years past and a sample “evergreen” press release on RWIs
(Media)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/newsroom/press-releases/#sample 



	Online Environmental Public Health Training: Swimming Pools and Recreational Facilities (for CEU credits)

(For Pool Inspectors) 
	www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Workforce_Development/EPHOC.htm#Started 

	Aquatics Staff Resources

(Aquatic Facility Operators)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/audience-aquatics-staff.html 

	Avoiding Pool Chemical Injuries

(Aquatic Facility Operators and Public Health Professionals)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/swimming/pools/preventing-pool-chemical-injuries.html

	Responding to Fecal Incidents

(Aquatic Facility Operators and Public Health Professionals)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/pdf/swimming/pools/fecal-incident-response-recommendations.pdf

	Hyperchlorination Guidelines

(Aquatic Facility Operators and Public Health Professionals)

	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/pdf/swimming/pools/hyperchlorination-to-kill-cryptosporidium.pdf

	Article on Need for Pediatricians to Talk to Parents about RWIs

(Healthcare Professionals)
	www.cdc.gov/healthywater/pdf/swimming/pools/safe-swimming-talk-to-parents-rwi.pdf


